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This study aims to describe the types of writing task activities in an EFL 
textbook based on Raimes Theory and its compatibility to Basic Competency 
of Curriculum 2013. To fulfill this aims, descriptive qualitative approach was 
conducted. This study used Bupena English Textbook for Grade XI as the 
source of data. There are three steps of collecting the data; reading, identifying 
and classifying. The data were analyzed through four steps; selecting the task 
provided in the textbook, categorizing the writing task provided based on 
Raimes theory, coding the data based on chapter, the title of the book activity 
and page, and last, formulating the data, referring to the schema of quality 
classification proposed by Arikunto (2010). The result of this study reveals 
that there are ten types of writing task activities based on Raimes Theory and 
the percentage of its compatibility to Basic Competence of 2013 Curriculum 
is 88,89%. It means that the writing task provided in the textbook is very good 
or in another words, the writing task provided in the textbook are able to 
facilitate the students to achieve the competency of writing skill. 
 
Keywords: Writing Task, textbook, Raimes Theory, Basic Competence  
INTRODUCTION 
Curriculum has given a significant  contribution  to  the educational culture in 
Indonesia. Currently, Indonesia uses the 2013 Curriculum. The 2013 curriculum is a 
competency-based  curriculum developed by the government of education with Basic 
Competence (KD) as the minimum competency to improve four students’ skill of language 
learning which emphasis on language competence as a communication tool to convey ideas 
and knowledge. Lisa Maemuna (2018) stated that communication is also realized in writing 
because writing is a way of thinking as well as a means of communication. Therefore, 
writing skill is important to learn.   
Through writing, students can achieve many aspects such as increase students’ 
awareness of the grammatical structures required to present a high standard writing, 
students have the opportunity to be creative with their language, and students become more 
involved with the language (Raimes, 2011). In order to achieve those aspects, students 
should do more exercises like writing tasks through possible sources because writing task 
is aimed to develop students’ ability to think critically (Homstad and Thomson, 2010).   
One of the sources is textbook. Textbook is essential in ELT contexts because it is 
difficult for the teacher to create their teaching material (Sheldon, 2015). However, the 
enactment of the 2013 curriculum makes lot of new EFL textbooks appear which is not 
known whether the textbook has good criteria and fit students’ needs as stated in basic 
competencies or not. Because there are some textbooks that are not appropriate with the 
students’ needs (Richard, 2001). Moreover, there are some inappropriate textbook with 
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uninteresting exercise or too expensive for students or even does not match with the 
learner’s needs in learning (Ari, Dewi, and Kristina, 2017). Knowing the condition, 
analysis of writing task activities in an EFL textbook is necessary to encounter these 
problems.   
There are many researches focusing on analyzing writing task activities in an EFL 
textbook, such as Nur Rindlowati (2008), Dwi Husein (2010), Rahayu Didi (2012), Ahmed 
Zohur (2013), Nuria Ida (2013), Ambarwati Yulia (2014), Ayuk Dita (2014), Laelatul Siti 
(2017), Noviani (2017), Maemuna Lisa (2018), Mutiara Ayu (2018),  
Nurfauka Ninda (2018), and Sabar Annisa (2018). Those researches investigate the types 
of task activities in EFL textbook. The result of the study showed that there are various 
kinds of task types activities in the textbook based on one expert and or syllabus of 
curriculum 2013.  
Based on the studies above, the studies only emphasize on one single focus; such as 
syllabus of curriculum 2013, or theory of some experts about types of writing task. 
Considering the matter, this study is aimed to know the types of writing task in EFL 
textbook based on Raimes Theory and its compatibility based on Basic Competence of 
Curriculum 2013.  
 
Curriculum  
Based on UU No. 20 Th. 2003 Tentang Sistem Pendidikan Nasional, curriculum is a set of 
planning and setting  about  the  objectives, contents and teaching materials, 
methods used as guidelines for organizing learning activities to achieve certain educational 
goals. Currently, the 2013 Curriculum is applied in Indonesia. The 2013 Curriculum aims 
to prepare Indonesian to have the ability to live as religious, productive, creative, 
innovative, and affective individual and citizens who could contribute to society in 
Indonesia and all over the world (Pemendikbud Nomor 67 Tahun 2013). Therefore, writing 
skill is important to learn because it can be used a media to achieve the aims.  
Writing is the mental work of inventing ideas, thinking about how to express them, 
and organizing them into statements and paragraphs that will be clear to a reader (Nunan, 
2003). In language learning, writing ability is very important since it is considered as one 
of the key successes in language acquisition. In order to achieve that, students should do 
more exercises like writing tasks through possible sources because writing task is the 
ability to write sentences or paragraphs correctly which can be a media for learners to 
improve their ability (Solikhah, 2013).  And one of the possible sources is textbook.   
Textbooks offer educational text which can be used as teaching and learning material 
source (Cunningsworth, 2005). According to Noviani (2017), four roles of textbook are 
help learners to individualize instruction, help learners to organize instruction by 
providing experiences, suggested activities and recommended reading and question, help 
learners to give tutorial contribution like how to read better, to research, and solve the 
problem and help teachers in improving their teaching skills.  
Since textbook is used in class, the teacher should select the relevant textbook which 
is appropriate to the learners. Because there are lot of EFL textbooks appear which is not 
known whether the textbook has good criteria and fit students’ needs as stated in basic 
competencies or not (Richard, 2001). Knowing the condition, analysis of writing task 
activities in an EFL textbook is necessary to be conducted. There are some experts, that 
propose types of writing task activities that usually presented in the textbook, for 
examples, Grant (1987), Paul Nation (2009), Sharma (2017), and the last but not the least 
Raimes (2011).  
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This study is expected to give contribution for other researchers who have interest in 
evaluating writing task activities in an EFL textbook. Moreover, it also can give 
contribution for the textbook author in choosing and making task activities especially 
writing tasks and help them to be more aware of the worthiness of content, the language 
correctness, and appropriateness. Besides, it gives information to the teachers about the 
appropriate textbook that can be used to support teaching and learning process. 
Consequently, they can be more selective in choosing textbooks to facilitate the students 




This study article applied qualitative research, that is, content analysis. Louis (2007) stated 
that content analysis used to examine the text, images, or symbols that had been 
documented. The object of this study was Bupena English Textbook for Grade XI 
published by a private publisher. The data of this study were focus only on writing task 
activities found in the textbook. There were three steps of data collection; reading, 
classifying, and identifying. Meanwhile for the data analysis, there were four steps, such 
as selecting, categorizing, coding and formulating the percentage of compatibility writing 




Based on the types of writing task by Raimes Theory, the data showed that Bupena English 
Textbook for Grade XI published by a private publisher provides 10 criteria of writing task 
and 4 criteria do not provide. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The writing tasks found in the textbook are as follows:  
1. Controlled Writing.  This textbook provided seven from ten types of controlled writing 
task; as follows:  
a. Conversion.   
There are 6 writing task  activities  provided about conversion in the 
textbook.  Through conversion, students are able to improving their grammar 
comprehension.  
b. Fill in the blank without translation.   
This kind of task are able to improve student’s reliability and in achieving new 
vocabulary. This is line with Pakans Lia (2010) in Noviani (2017) that the 
advantages of fill-in-theblank are high reliability, easier to write, and limits 
guessing.   
c. Question and Answer.   
Question and answer task can improve student’s ability in writing and 
understanding the structure of every sentence because it requires students to 
answer the questions using appropriate tenses and suitable words (Raimes, 2011).  
d. Sentence Ordering.   
Sentence ordering is an activity arranging the sentences in a logical order which 
enhances or improve the coherency and accuracy in the text. Bupena English 
Textbook provided one sentence ordering task. According to Raimes (2011), this 
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activity can help students to be more careful in ordering sentences so that the 
sentences arranged have correct meaning.  
e. Summary writing.   
Based on writing task provided in Bupena English Textbook, this task can help 
improve students’ ability because according to the instruction, the students should 
use their own words which make the students to think critically in writing the text. 
This is supported by Raimes (2011) that the ability of the language learner to 
understand concepts, process them and restate them in their own words is a major 
goal of the language-learning process.  
f. Cloze Test.   
There are the only one cloze test in the textbook. According to  
Raimes (2011), this task can help students to bolster vocabulary usage, reinforce 
grammatical knowledge and structural recognition, and strengthen fluency and 
comprehension.  
g. Scramble paragraph.   
Bupena English Textbook provided two scramble paragraph task activities. 
Noviani (2017) defined scramble paragraph helps the students or learners to 
develop their ability to think quickly to solve a task.  
2. Translation. From two types of writing translation based on Raimes Theory, this book 
provided only one type, it is direct translation of a whole sentence. There are two 
writing task activities of direct translation of a whole sentence provided by the 
textbook. After doing this task, students can improve their ability in understanding and 
transferring ideas from English into Bahasa Indonesia. This is line with Awadalbari 
Muayad (2015) that translation is a natural and logical part of improving students’ 
language proficiency.  
3. Free Writing. There are two types of free writing; free composition and free writing 
with topic provided. The textbook provided eight task activities of free composition 
writing and two task activities of free writing with topic provided. This kind of task 
can make the students improve their ability to writing. This is supported by Kaerani 
Tri (2015) that free writing technique gives the students freedom to capture as many 
ideas and thought as possible and write everything that comes in their mind which 
allow the writing to flow wherever their minds lead them.  
Meanwhile for the compatibility of the writing task activities provided in the textbook 
with Basic Competency of 2013 Curriculum, this study used Arikunto’s Schema of quality 
classification (2010). According to the data, it showed that the percentage compatibility is 
88.89% (very good).  It means writing task activities provided in the Bupena English 
Textbook for Grade XI published by a private publisher compatible with the students need 
as stated in Basic Competency of 2013 Curriculum and can facilitate the students to 
achieve their writing competency.  
 
CONCLUSION 
Based on the findings above, Bupena English Textbook for Grade XI published by a 
private publisher is a suitable book to used because the writing task activities provided are 
compatible with the students need.  
To follow up the result of this study, some suggestions are recommended for the 
English teacher, book author, and others researchers. For the teacher, they should 
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prepare and be more selective in choosing a great EFL textbook which can facilitate 
students’ needs, thus the students feel more motivated to learn and they also enjoy 
learning activity.  
Furthermore, for author of the books, they should pay attention to types of 
writing task which is suitable with the students’ needs, thus the author are able to 
develop more interesting writing tasks activities. Also, the author can add some 
explanations about each topic to make the reader easy to understand it.  
Last, it is suggested for other researchers that this study can be used as one of the 
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